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Fees and Funding Policy

It is important all parents understand the fees policy. Being a small business, it is paramount you are aware that this is our sole income so paying the correct amount on time is important.

Payment and charges
All fees are payable one month in advance, if you are unable to pay this amount in advance please discuss this with us as we may be able to accept fees weekly or fortnightly in advance. Unfortunately, we do not accept fees payable in arrears, this is to ensure our own security and financial situation. All booked sessions are payable either by government funding and/or by the individuals who our contract is with such as the parents/legal guardians of the child attending our setting.
Invoices are due by the 1st of each month. Any fees paid after the due date will incur a £5 daily charge until full fees are paid which will appear on your next months invoice. If fees are not received before your child/children’s next session we hold the right to refuse care until fees are received. If fees are persistently late/unpaid we hold the right to terminate care permanently effective immediately. 
If you are late to collect your child at the end of your session you will incur a charge of £5 per 5 minutes you are late starting at the first 5 minute period, and increasing in 5 minute increments until your arrival. For example, if your session ends at 3pm, your first late payment charge will be at 3:05pm followed by 3:10pm, 3:15pm until your child is collected. As well as this we will follow our Missing and Uncollected child policy. 

Settling in sessions
Settling into a setting is an important part of building a good bond with your child and it is essential these are done before the child starts. 
We provide as many settling in sessions as is needed for your child. However, our usual settling sessions are as follows:
First – 1 hour with parent present (parent to fill out relevant paperwork, read policies)
Second – 1 hour with parent available to settle the child if needed and then parent to leave.
Third – 2 hour where parent is to drop and leave 
If more settling sessions are needed outside of the 3 sessions, we can discuss the options and a fee may be charged, in advance at our normal hourly rate, depending on the amount/time of the extra settling in sessions.
During this period the contract may be immediately terminated by parents or pre-school without prejudice. However, any deposits paid are non-refundable. 

Private Fee’s 
Morning session 9am-12pm – £27 (snack included, lunch not required)
Afternoon session 12pm-3pm – £27 (snack included, lunch to be provided from home)
School Day session 9am-3pm – £54 (snacks included, lunch to be provided from home)
Full Day session 8am-5pm - £81 (Breakfast, snack and light tea/snack included, lunch to be provided from home)

Add Ons (not applicable for full day sessions)
Early 8am-9am - £9 (breakfast included)
Tea session 3pm-5pm - £18 (light tea/snack included)

Funded spaces
We understand the struggles parent’s face finding suitable affordable childcare that accommodates the hours needed especially when it comes to funded childcare. At Little Poppins we try to support families as much as possible and keep our fees and charges fair. All funded sessions are offered as fully funded and there are no extra charges or hidden costs. Furthermore, we have decided to remain flexible with the hours we offer for funded spaces to help our families access these funds at a time that is convenient for them. Our funded spaces can be used within our preschool sessions as outlined below:
•	Between 8am and 5pm Monday to Friday within our set sessions:
· Full day session 8am – 5pm
· School day session 9am – 3pm 
· Morning session 9am – 12pm (only available for 15 hours funded children)
· Afternoon session 12pm – 3pm (only available for 15 hours funded children)
· Breakfast session 8am – 9am 
· Tea session 3pm – 5pm 
•	Term time which is over 38 weeks of the year 
We cannot accept funded spaces:
•	Over the weekends 
•	Out of hours – before 8:00am and after 5:00pm
•	On Bank Holidays
Please note, once we have claimed funding for a term that funding is allocated to us for the duration of that time. If you decide to withdraw your child during that term we are not obligated to transfer the funding and it is to our discretion. 
Available funding/help with the cost of childcare
Universal funding – 15 hours a week of funded childcare over 38 weeks of the year. This funding is available for all families from the term after their child’s 3rd birthday.

30 hours funded childcare, Working Parents Element – up to 30 hours a week of funded childcare over 38 weeks of the year. This funding is available to working families who meet the criteria and may be available for children from 9 months old, www.beststartinlife.gov.uk to check your eligibility or come to with me any questions or information you may need. 

Free for 2 Funding – 15 hours a week of funded childcare over 38 weeks of the year for children who meet the criteria, starting the term after their 2nd birthday. This funding is available to children who meet the criteria – to check your eligibility please go to www.beststartinlife.gov.uk or come to me with any questions or information you may need. 

Tax Free Childcare (0-11 years) – this is for working families earning under £100k a year and earning at least £142 per week each, who aren’t receiving Universal Credits, Tax Credits or childcare Vouchers. For every £8 you pay the government will add an extra £2 up to £2000 per year. For more information and to check your eligibility visit www.beststartinlife.gov.uk
 
Universal Credit – for working families with children under 17 can claim up to 85% of their eligible childcare costs. Visit www.beststartinlife.gov.ukfor more information. 

Tax Credits – for working families with children under 16 (17 if disabled) can claim up to 70% of their eligible childcare costs (up to a cap) – for more information visit www.beststartinlife.gov.uk
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